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 Storying the gospel to non-
literates�² individuals or people 
groups�² is so radically different 
from what has been the experi-
ence of  most  Christians that its 
mere novelty may momentarily 
overshadow the need for, and the 
power of the gospel in print for 
use in both evangelizing and edu-
cating individuals and people 
groups who are literate but who 
have  yet to find that personal re-
lationship with Christ as Savior 
and Lord. Without denying or 
downplaying  needs to address 
non-literates,  the mission of Edi-
torial Mundo Hispano/Casa 
Bautista de Publicaciones for 
more than a hundred years has 
been to use print (in the Spanish 
language) for assisting gospel ad-
vance among those whose heart 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�� �L�V�� �³�W�K�H�� �W�R�Q�J�X�H�� �R�I��
�&�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�H�V���´  
 
 A review of the validity of 
this missionary approach may en-
hance our commitment to gospel 
advance by all means, but specifi-
cally through publications mis-
sions. 
 

 By the time of the New Testa-
�P�H�Q�W���� �W�K�H�� �³�F�R�G�H�[�´�� �R�U�� �E�R�R�N�� �R�I��
separate leaves had come into be-
�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�G�H�H�G�� �R�X�U���Z�R�U�G�� �³�%�L�E�O�H�´��
connects with this technology.  
�7�K�H�� �*�U�H�H�N�� �Z�R�U�G�V�� �I�R�U�� �µ�E�R�R�N�´�� �D�S��
pear in the New Testament some 
40 times, in places like Luke 4:17 
and Revelation l:11; 22:18- 19. 
 
 Admittedly, in some cases the 
reference is technically to a scroll.  
This Biblical vocabulary, perti-
nent to literary production, is re-
inforced by the example of Jesus.  
Luke 4:16-20 presents Jesus, in 
attendance at a synagogue service 
as per his custom, and standing, 
upon invitation that day to read.  
He took the scroll of Isaiah, found 
a particular passage, and read 
(from what we would call chap-
ters 61 and 58).  Jesus may not 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���³�D���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���´��
but he was not an illiterate.  
Though he apparently wrote no 
books, we know that he knew 
how to write (see John 8:8) and 
that he has, in effect, inspired the 
writing of thousands of books 
(see John 21:25). 
  
 A similar example is found in 
Paul the Apostle, who both used 

 The Biblical and theologi-
cal bases for use of the printed  
Page in the service of Christ. 
 

 I once had the opportunity, in 
the Mexican city of Villahermosa, 
to make a speech on this subject.  
I began by acknowledging that 
the printing press is a relatively 
modern invention and that there-
fore we do not find any specific 
�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �³�S�U�L�Q�W�H�G�� �S�D�J�H�V�´�� �L�Q��
the Bible.  But, I said, it is sur-
prising and interesting how early 
and how frequently there are Bib-
�O�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �³�Z�R�U�G�V���´�� �³�Z�U�L-
�W�L�Q�J�V���´�� �³�W�D�E�O�H�W�V���´�� �³�U�R�O�O�V���V�F�U�R�O�O�V�´����
�D�Q�G�� �³�E�R�R�N�V�´�� �D�V�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
technologies available in their 
times. Genesis 15:1,4; Psalms 
�������������D�Q�G���,�V�D�L�D�K���³�Z�R�U�G�V�´���D�U�H���P�H�Q��
�W�L�R�Q�H�G�����³�:�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V�´���R�U���³�6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V�´��
are alluded to in Ecclesiastes 
12:12; Acts 17:11; 2 Timothy 
���������� �D�Q�G�� �� �H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H���� �³�7�D�E�O�H�W�V�´������
are mentioned in Exodus 31:18; 
32:16; and Habakkuk 2:2.  
�³�5�R�O�O�V�´�� �R�U�� �³�V�F�U�R�O�O�V���´�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�D��
vorite technique of the Hebrews 
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���³�E�R�R�N�V���´���D�U�H���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q��
places like Jeremiah 36:2; Psalm 
40:7; Ezra 6:2, 18; and 2 Timothy 
4:13. 
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